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So saying, he exulted and cried,f Best of my gifts is this! Take, 0 Brahman, my dear dear wife; loving and submissive is she in all things.5
Then the earth shook to its foundations, as a boat on a stormy sea : and Sakra, the chief of gods, revealed himself and promised to give the Princess whatever she should wish.
And she, motherlike, besought him that her children might find their way to their grandfather's court. He granted her request, and restored her to the Bodhisat, warning him never again to part with so devoted a wife.
NOTE
The gods aro still subject to frailty, and have not yet reached the heights which are above all fooling ! In commenting upon this story to a learned Buddhist, I remarked that the fate of these children was too terrible to bo contemplated with equanimity, and that no Western mind could bring itself to believe that Wcssantara did well. Ho replied with a shrug, c Unless their Karma had brought it upon them, it would not have come to pass.7
XLVI
A BUDDHIST SOLOMON (Ummagga Jataka.)
This Btory is one of a sorios which show the wisdom of the BodluHat, or future Buddha. At the age of seven ho gave various judgements, of which thin is one. Tho Himi-larity of it to that of the judgement of Solomon inevitably suggests tho possibility of borrowing, and this is one of tho few cases whoro it Hooms quite likely to have occurred. 3Tor, as wo read, Solomon, whoso dato is about 1000 B. o., sent ships to get * ivory, apes, and peacocks *, all products of India, and they may woll have carried thin Btory with